Open Door Mission
A Year of Accomplishments
As we look back at 2021, we are happy to share all the beautiful work
that's being done here at the Mission. Your kind heart, helping hands,
and generous donations, provided so much this year.

Winter 2021

A letter from the President
Dear Open Door Mission Family,
Our clients experience plenty of ups and downs during their months of residency with us. Christmas at the Mission is no exception. We
do our best to provide diversions to the Programs and classes they experience day in and day out. To prove the point, the collage of
photos and articles in this end-of-year newsletter show some of those very fun times the men experienced this year.
In July we celebrated Christmas in July, an annual event of family, fun and food provided by outside Acts Two Ministry. Unfortunately, the
next week we had our second round of COVID. Not good. As a result, we had to rethink this Thanksgiving and Christmas to be limited to
the Mission Family.
Toys for Kids will be different too. Each Christmas, people like you and local churches support this activity. This activity is about helping
our residents reunite with family by providing their children and grandchildren with a gift. In almost every case, there are family
relationships that have been broken, with no contact for years. How a simple gift can bridge big lapses of silent time. Some family
separations were promised to be permanent, yet we teach to not give up unless it is totally inappropriate to make contact. How sad is
that. Please help us with gifts or dollars to purchase these gifts. Simply contacting us at info@opendoorhouston.org will lead you through
the ways to do it.
Our 2021 has been an exceptional year. In the first quarter we experienced the freeze which confirmed that we needed a generator to
power the walk-in freezer and cooler or lose all the precious food to feed our residents. Thanks to our wonderful church friends, we
have purchased and are installing a 60KW Kohler generator to also cover the kitchen, dining hall and two dormitories in preparation for
the next hurricane or freeze.
In the second quarter we delved into contractual conversations with Harris Health to open 28-beds to medical respite and recuperation
to become the only respite facility for the homeless in the third largest county in the US. Respite is acute and post-acute care for
homeless who are too ill or frail from a physical illness or injury to be discharged to the streets but aren’t ill enough to be in a hospital.
We will become that short-term residential care provider that allows the opportunity to rest in a safe environment while accessing
medical care and other supportive services.
For 2021 we will have served over 500 men, returning to our pre-COVID numbers. Those who graduate will be working in good jobs that
provide health and retirement benefits for the most part. Forty-seven percent of the Mission staff is now comprised of the DoorWay
Program graduates. That says a lot about our grads.
Our Gala was in-person at the Marriott Marquis Hotel where we honored the hotel for hiring over 35 of our graduates since it opened in
2017. The Marriott is a wonderful partner.
As we end the year, we ask for your continued generosity or, if you are new to the Mission, we want to welcome you and thank you for
your interest in us and your support.
COVID and shelter-in-place isolation created a terrible environment for people with substance abuse and mental illness. The Mission is
here to help pick up the pieces and put men back together to become the man God, his family, his employer, his church want him to be.
Want to become involved? We have many ways to do that in the new year. Contact us at info@opendoorhouston.org to start the
process. Are you a gardener and need a garden to dirty your hands? We have one that needs you. We want to plant early in the new
year through harvest.
The Open Door Mission thanks you. God bless you and Merry Christmas and Happy 2022.
Your brother in Christ,
Tommy

THE FREEZE
The February freeze left thousands of Houston residents
without power or heat, including Open Door Mission. We
serve upwards of 150 meals per day, 7 days per week,
365 days per year. The real threat to a power outage is
the loss of food in our refrigerators and freezers. Open
Door Mission is now fully prepared for any power outages
with the installation of our new 5000lb generator!

A Year in Review
The past year has been a reemergence into a world still reeling from the effects of a global pandemic. Despite the
uncertainty with COVID-19, Open Door Mission continues to rise to the challenge . We made several infrastructure
improvements to our campus. We welcomed client’s families to join us for “Christmas in July.” We hosted our
spectacular fundraising gala, “Back in the Saddle!” at the Marriott Marquis Houston, and year to date, we have
introduced 464 clients to the restorative powers of Jesus Christ. Our Mission has remained the same, transforming the
lives of men in our community. Although COVID protocols have affected the number of men we have been able to serve
this year, we remain committed and positive entering 2022!

Christmas in July
The Christmas in July celebration at Open Door
Mission was a blast! The men and their families
enjoyed a wonderful chapel service, a pinata full
of candy and an amazing meal! No one left
hungry.

Thanksgiving

"Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for HE is good! For HIS mercy endures forever,"
~Psalms 107:1

Families came out to volunteer and serve our men. Everyone left filled with gratitude and TURKEY!

Margret McCray and "The Boomers" from First
Presbyterian Church came out to help our men wrap
Christmas gifts and much needed heart-felt conversation

Toys 4 Kids

Annual Gala
BACK IN THE SADDLE
Open Door Mission celebrated our 67th
year of service in the Houston
community. We held our first “in-person”
fundraising gala in 3 years! We chose a
classic Texas theme this year, as we
slowly work our way… you guessed it!
Back in the Saddle!

OUR HOSTS
Our Back in the Saddle gala was hosted by our
President/CEO, Tommy Thompson, and Emmy
Award-Winning KHOU reporter and anchor,
Grace White. Our board of directors,
supporters, and guests celebrated the year with
a wonderful meal and entertainment by the
Open Door Mission Ensemble.

THE HONOREES
Scot Cotton and the Marquis Houston
accepted this year's Michael E. DeBakey
Humanitarian Award for their continued
partnership with Open Door Mission. The
Marquis has employed over 30 of our
graduates since the beginning our partnership
in 2017.

The Ensemble

The “World Famous” Open Door Mission Ensemble enjoyed a very
busy Christmas season! They perform all year round to bring
awareness about Open Door Mission.
Please let us know if you are interested in having our ensemble
perform at your next event!

In Memory
Douglas Evans
Wheeler
Janet Jansen
Tori & Michael Quillen
Marissa Snider
Vernon Plowman
Nikki Fuller
David C. Marches
Yury Grinev
Jamie Gaither
Anne Stuart
Judy & Rick Frankson
Rebecca Slappey
Richard Campbell

Donna Meschke

Daniel Shaw
Larry Knigge

Melody Krejci
Greg Antrich

Donna J. Corey

In Honor
John &
Bridgette Goss

Tommy
Thompson

Becky Crane
R. Schulze
Myron Lewis
Brigitte Bosarge

Richard Nelson
Fred Robertson

Harold Meschke

Richard Ebling

Cole Brandon
Milne

Wilburn McDonald

Susan Myers

Burnis Thrash

Harold &
Gertrud Spence
Lisa Spence

K.A. Connie Thrash

Daniel
Andrea Johnson

Michael Gates
Jeff Hunt

Jack Chapman Johns
Michael Turley

Harold Meschke

Louise "Bernadette" Hass Carman
Cara McGourty
Thank you for remembering someone special with a gift to our men at Open Door Mission

New QR Code!
The easy and secure way to
donate. Now with instant receipts
straight to your email!

FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL M EDIA

