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M Y  R E D E M P T I O N .
RICARDO  WAS  DOWN  AND  OUT ,

HOMELESS  AND  STRUGGLING

WITH  ALCOHOLISM .  THROUGH

THE  LORD  AND  THE  MISSION ,

HE  FOUND  HIS  REDEMPTION .  

READ  HIS  STORY  INSIDE .  



A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
First, our COVID-19 Report: Regardless of the disinfecting, distancing, masks,
washing hands, we still experience more cases. Today our quarantine dorm
houses those men and staff is working remotely again.

Our recent partnerships with The Harris Center for Mental Health and IDD (19 beds) and Harris Health
System (9 beds) will continue through the summer as they use our Convalescent (Respite) Care Center's
beds for COVID-19 patients/clients. We are grateful to have their professional expertise. Harris Health
tests everyone on campus, including staff and intakes, to enable us to isolate any "positives" promptly.

Personally, I choose to look to COVID as "Big 'O" Opportunity Time. Now is the
time to make changes whether optional or not. God has purpose in everything,
and we will learn from these exposures, decisions, and consequences. The word I
use now is eustress rather than stress, Great new word for me.

Our annual Gala will be virtual this year, "Coming to you 'LIVE' from the Open Door Mission" on the
evening of September 24. It promises to be inspiring, and we pray that it will be effective. Like last year
when Tropical Storm Imelda flooded out our 2019 Gala. Isn't the legal term force majeure event an act of
God? A storm, epidemic/pandemic fall into that category, too. God has control over this, not us

Keep up your safe practices to stay healthy. We do physical distancing here, as opposed to social
distancing. God made us to be social creatures living in community. Isolation is the most dangerous
environment for anyone with addictions and mental illness. Isolation can be devastating. The second half
of 2020 will be different. Only God how and by how much.

God bless you all and thank you for loving the Mission. We pray for our volunteers to return when they
feel safe to do so. And thank you all for your continued support.
 
Tommy,



MY REDEMPTION
BY ANTHONY WRIGHT, ODM STAFF WRITER

Ricardo, a Houston transplant from Grand Rapids Michigan, took a
Greyhound bus and moved to Houston in 2014 for hopes of finding work and
a new start in a bigger city. Ricardo believed the move would help with his
alcoholism, but so too did the addiction come with him to Houston.

As an auto-tech by trade it was relatively easy for Ricardo to find work when
he made it to Houston. He began working and staying at a motel while
looking for a permanent place to live. As time went on at his new job,
Ricardo found himself believing he was irreplaceable, and they would never
fire him. However, after binge drinking for over a week and missing
deadlines, his employer had seen enough.   “It got to the point where they
were fed up. That moment was devastating because I thought, “they can’t
fire me, they need me.”   Shortly after losing his job, Ricardo was no longer
able to pay for the motel. He soon found himself living on the streets for the
next six months. “It got to the point that I was afraid. I was afraid of the
thoughts that this is it… this is my life.” 

Ricardo recalls finding comfort behind a liquor store that he used for his
sleeping arrangement. “In the back it was secluded, that was the only place I
found safety and a place to get sleep. It was a surreal experience because
the men who I used to give a dollar to here and there, that stood in front of
the store, I was now asking for help from them on how to live on the
streets.” 

"I ASKED
THE LORD
FOR HELP
AND FOR
THE RIGHT
PEOPLE TO
BE PLACED
INTO MY

LIFE."



Shortly after that prayer, the Harris County Homeless Outreach Team
picked up Ricardo and took him to the Open Door Mission. “They told
me that this place was a Christian, faith based facility. That caught my
eye right there because I had just prayed for this.”

RICARDO KNEW THIS WAS HIS OPPORTUNITY FOR A NEW LIFE.

In his first month, Ricardo attended his first graduation at the Mission
where he remembers seeing the men on stage in the suits ready to
receive their certificates of completion. “I was sitting in the front row
where all the new guys sit. It was very emotional because I could see
myself right there on that stage one day." "I’m going to be on that
stage telling my success story,” Ricardo thought to himself. It was at
that moment he made the commitment to himself that he would see
the program through and complete it. Ricardo also joined the Open
Door Mission Ensemble which he says, "joining the Ensemble has
really kept me connected to this place. To this day I continue to
perform with them at events and graduations. I've been all over
Houston with the Ensemble"

That commitment he kept. In July of 2016 Ricardo finished the
program and moved to the Mayfield House across the street from the
Mission. This transitional living house provides men who complete
the program a place to stay for $100 a week, while learning to live a
sober life and to care for themselves again.

"FROM THE
GREYHOUND BUS
TO THE FRONT OF

THE MARRIOTT
MARQUIS, LOOK
HOW GOD HAS

CLEANED ME UP!"

Around 3 a.m. one morning Ricardo found himself looking up to the
night sky talking to God. “I asked the Lord for help and for the right
people to be placed into my life.”

Ricardo soon found work at the MARRIOTT MARQUIS Hotel
downtown in the engineering department maintaining the iconic
Texas shaped pool. After a few months, he was promoted to the front
desk as a concierge. "It's so beautiful in that lobby and I meet so many
people from all around the world. I think about it all the time and
thank God for putting me there."

One thing Ricardo prides himself in is being a presence on the campus of the Mission and working with men
who are in the program. "These men need to see this; they need to see the success of a man who has gone
through the program so they know that they too can do this, that it is possible." 

It's being here and being involved that he attributes to his success. "This keeps me grounded, I don't want to
forget where I came from and the people who helped me along the way. I wouldn't be at this place in my life
if it wasn't for the Open Door Mission." Reflecting on it all Ricardo tells me, "It still amazes me to this day. I
went from my addiction and working in body shops, to working in a gorgeous lobby in one of the most
amazing hotels in the nation." "From the Greyhound bus to the front of the MARRIOTT MARQUIS, look how
God has cleaned me up!" 

In his final remarks Ricardo states, "It's like a unity being here, it has given me a brotherhood I never had
before. It's the commitment I've kept to myself and to the Open Door Mission. To always be there for them
and for them to be able to count on me for any help they may need in the Ensemble or around the campus. I
continue to tell these men all the things I have you can have too, but only if you are willing to sacrifice. So
how much are you willing to sacrifice ? I am so blessed to have this place in my life!"



NEEDS OF HOUSTON'S HOMELESS
INTENSIFY DUE TO PANDEMIC

The COVID-19 pandemic is having a detrimental impact
on the ability of homeless individuals with mental illness
to find a safe place to shelter following stabilization and
discharge from inpatient crisis psychiatric treatment.
Staff Representative Garnet Coleman proposed utilizing
an existing State Healthy Community Collaborations
Grant to enable three local organizations to provide
transition shelter and supporting services for homeless
people who have mental illness. The Harris Center for
Mental Health and IDD, UTHealth, Harris County
Psychiatric Center and Open Door Mission teamed up
to open a 24-hour mental health facility with 28
dedicated beds. Open Door Mission provides the shelter
beds, food, and other services required to safely house
participants during their time in the program.
 
"This partnership is unique to Houston and it is designed
to keep the homeless behavioral health population in
Houston safe and protected in an insecure time," said
Tommy Thompson CEO of Open Door Mission. "Thanks
to Representative Coleman's initiative and support, the
Mission is now able to bring to fruition a yearlong effort
involving the organizations. We will be able to
concentrate our combined resources to provide a safe
environment for those who need it most."

UTHealth counsels HCPC patients experiencing
homelessness to be linked to the UTHealth
Homeless Outpatient Mental Health Expansion
Services Program, funded by the U.S. Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
Trauma-informed, integrated behavioral health
services will assist in the post-discharge transition
of patients to Open Door Mission to improve
patient outcomes. SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access, and
Recovery case management, linkage to supported
employment, and housing assessments and
navigation through HUD's Coordinated Access will
all combine to improve long-term patient success.

This partnership will provide appropriate
supervision and assistance in a non-stressful
environment. It helps the individual maintain
residence in the community and prevent
unnecessary re-hospitalization.



GIRL SCOUT COOKIES PROVIDED BY 
THE HAMILL FOUNDATION

Bill & Debbie Stacy
MICHAEL JAMES SHINSKIE

HONORARIUM
SHELLEY GARNER

Chris Garner
HARPER JONES

Dane Brinsko

TERROD LEWIS
Evelyn Lewis

ANDREW LEDESMA
Lisa Mcillece 

We thank The Hamill Foundation who
generously  made the purchase of Girl
Scout cookies that were unable to be
sold during this time of this COVID
outbreak.

The Hamill Foundation has made a
thoughtful donation to Open Door
Mission by donating 209 cases of
cookies as well as to many other places
in need around Houston.

It is a wonderful and uplifting treat for
the men of Open Door Mission. Thank
you for your continued thoughtful
support to Open Door Mission!

'IN MEMORY OF' GIFTS
FEBRUARY 1, 2020 - MAY 31, 2020

Thank you for remembering someone special with a gift to our men at Open Door Mission.

Arlo & Janet Weltge
REVEREND DICK DRUARY

2Q20

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP OR TO VOLUNTEER VISIT WWW.OPENDOORHOUSTON.ORG

ROBERT A. JORDAN
Gaynor Jordan

JOSEPH TING

GERALD JOSSERAND
Halyard Josserand

Frances Ting

Anonymous
FORMER RESIDENT


