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For over 24 years, the Houston Chevron Mar-
athon Committee has provided an opportu-
nity for Houston’s nonprofit community to 
get involved with the annual Chevron Hous-
ton Marathon and Aramco Half Marathon 
through the Run for a Reason program. This 
program allows race participants, who are 
willing to fundraise and raise awareness, to 
connect with local nonprofit organizations 
and run on their team. Open Door Mission is 
one of the 64 Run for a Reason charities and 
has been teaming up with runners for years 
to raise awareness and funds for programs.
 
This year, our Chevron Houston Marathon 
team was comprised of 16 runners, includ-
ing: 2 Marathon Fundraising for Registration 
(FFR) runners, 10 Half Marathon (FFR) run-
ners, and 4 HERO entries. Our team ranged 
from avid runners who were brand-new 
to our Mission, a dedicated staff member who 
wanted to run for the men she works with, 
to Program Alumni and Board Directors. 

Despite their various connections to the Mis-
sion, team members developed an affinity for 
Open Door Mission  and  ran  for  the  men 
we serve.

 
Thank  you  to  those  who  ran  and  raised 
funds  for  the  Mission  this year. Our  success 
would not be not possible without you!
 
Please participate in our upcoming 2020 
Run for a Reason running team, please visit 
our Events webpage at www.opendoorhous-
ton.org, or contact our Development and 
Events Coordinator, Katherine Burns, at 832-
962-4241 or kburns@opendoorhouston.org 

2019 is off to a great start at the Open Door Mission.  These are exciting times.  
We now have 28 graduates employed fulltime at a downtown 4-star hotel that 

provides them with benefits.  Who would have thought this could happen?  
These are men were homeless, down and out a year ago.  Today, they are regain-

ing their self-esteem with a great job and are productive sober citizens.  For 
most it’s for the first time.

We modified a familiar Chinese saying with this Open Door Mission Proverb.  

Give a man a handout and you appease him for the moment.
Teach him about his addiction, and the value of a job, and his life is changed 

forever.

Thank you for making our services possible.  Please join us for Lunch With A 
Mission the second Thursday of each month.

GOING THE EXTRA MILES TO CHANGE MENS LIVES

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



Matthew first began his journey of sobriety 
and building his relationship with Christ at 
Open Door Mission in December of 2017. 
After graduating the Program in July of 2018 
he was offered a full time postion in a high 
level club at the Marriott Marquis Houston. 
Matthew was also granted a scholarship at the 
College of Biblical Studies to fulfill his goal of 
becoming a Biblical Counselor. 

I was born the oldest son of five to two loving 
parents that struggled with addiction. I was 
not aware of my parent’s addiction until I was 
eight years old. That started a pathway I didn’t 
expect. I moved from place to place and from 
town to town across the state of New Jersey 
making it difficult to build relationships out-
side of my family. I was bullied a lot as a child 
and I recognized this desire, inside of myself, 
to be accepted. As I continued to struggle with 
acceptance, I started hanging out with others 
who were smoking marijuana…I gave in…it 
became a lifestyle for me. At the age of nine-
teen, I was introduced to a drug called ecstasy. 
At that time I thought I had found everything I 
was missing. I could talk freely, I wasn’t afraid, 
and I had no inhibitions. 

I knew the drug was dangerous, but never 
thought the same things that happened to my 
parents would happen to me. Boy was I wrong. 
My new sense of freedom shortly turned into 
an addiction. I would do anything to get ec-
stasy. I would rob people, lie to them and 
even did this to my own family. My addiction 
got so bad that my mother, who just got out 
of prison and living her own life of sobriety, 
was telling me, “Matthew I know the road 
you are going down, and it’s not leading you 
anywhere good. I can’t let you stay here, but I 
love you and I’ll be here to support you.” I had 
to find a place to go and didn’t know what I 
was going to do. I thought, how could I have 
done this to my parents? How could I have let 
my mother see her own son go through this 
same tortuous lifestyle she had gone through? 
I thought I had escaped my addiction when a 
friend of mine who moved to Texas came to 
visit me and offered to move me to Houston 
to live with her and her boyfriend.
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" I was at a point that I 
had to try anything to 

get sober. I prayed and I 
gave my life to Jesus."

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



 
As the Pastoral Resident at Seven Mile Road 
Houston, one of my primary objectives is 
to develop a clear discipleship pathway for 
the men at ODM to a life marked out by 
Christ in the context of our local church. 

Seven Mile Road exists to embody and de-
clare God’s redemptive story to every Hous-
tonian. With that aim, our church’s roots 
have been deeply planted at the Mission. 
Due to a preexisting partnership forged 
over the years to engage the marginalized 
between the Mission and our lead pastor, 
Jeremiah Morris, our first worship services 
were held in the ODM chapel back in 2016. 
Since having moved to a different location 
for our Sunday Gatherings, we have labored 
to bolster the fruitfulness of this partner-
ship. We long for the men at ODM to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We labor, then, in 
everything we do, to engage each man au-
thentically with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We don’t claim to do it perfectly—because 
we don’t—but we strive for these men to 
come to know Jesus in a transformative way.

Ultimately, it’s not about Seven Mile 
Road. It’s about Jesus. And it’s about His 
plan to draw all men to Himself. That is 
exactly what He is doing within the walls 
of Open Door Mission. I first stepped 
foot on the ODM campus seven months 
ago. I had the privilege to tour the cam-

Mission in my words

ABOUT CASEY
Casey was born and raised in the great state of Wyoming. He 
studied at the University of Wyoming, where he attended class 
and received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration. 
Casey moved to Houston by way of California, where he spent 
the last four-and-a-half years on staff with College Golf Fellow-
ship. Casey is currently pursuing his Master’s in Ministry and 
Leadership from Western Seminary. He is thrilled to play a role 
on the Seven Mile Road team as he shifts his disciple-mak-
ing focus from the college golf world to the city of Houston

CASEY RUFF
  Pastoral Resident

pus and meet one of the recent graduates. 
Simply put – my heart was stirred. It was 
clear that the Lord was doing a great 
work and was using the Mission to 
transform the lives of countless men.

In the past seven months I’ve seen dead 
men come alive. I’ve seen outcasts find 
community and family at local church-
es, former addicts pursue their passion 
and calling in vocational ministry, pride-
ful men become servants, friendships and 
families restored, and authentic relation-
ships established. Ultimately, I’ve seen 
the Holy Spirit take hearts of stone and 
make them hearts of flesh. I am person-
ally so grateful for my time and involve-
ment with the men of ODM; it has truly 
been inspiring. I care deeply about these 
men. I desire for each one of them to ex-
perience salvation, freedom and resto-
ration.I long for them to know Jesus, walk 
obediently alongside Him, and experience 
the abundant life that He alone can offer.

“We long for the men at 
ODM to become disciples 

of Jesus Christ.”



It just seemed like my whole life changed 
out of the sky. All I had to do was run away 
from New Jersey and everything would be 
fine, but eventually I started hanging out with 
others who had drugs and found myself falling 
back into the same pattern. I was not doing 
anything with my life. I had no sense of direc-
tion except the pleasure of the drugs, and the 
pleasure wasn’t even pleasurable anymore…it 
was all a big lie. After being up for three days 
on a cocaine binge, I called my roommates 
and I told them I didn’t have their rent mon-
ey. They knew something was not right with 
me and I confessed I had a problem with co-
caine and wanted to go to rehab. This is when 
I found Open Door Mission. I was hesitant at 
first and didn’t know what to expect of a rehab 
center. I was upset with myself for even getting 
to this point. My pride tried to tell me I could 
do this on my own, but I knew that was going 
to be impossible. 

I was at a point that I had to try anything 
to get sober. I prayed and I gave my life to 
Jesus. That day something changed in me, but 
I couldn’t put my finger on it so I opened the 
Bible and I couldn’t stop reading His word.
When I started praying, I found out that there 
is a God, and that He communicates with us. 
What Jesus has done for me and all of us on 
the cross is amazing! 

He has forgiven me for everything I’ve held 
against myself for so long. With this new per-
spective of forgiveness I was able to approach 
the classes at Open Door Mission with con-
fidence. I could talk about my past. All the 
things I thought ecstasy did for me, the lack 
of fear, the lack of inhibitions, I found that Je-
sus did it ten thousand times better without 
the negative side effects. Now, I know I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me and it’s through encouraging others that 
I find my true strength. You see, even when I 
feel at my weakest I can go and find someone 
else to help. 

Open Door Mission and Jesus have taught 
me to serve others....and that keeps me sober. 
As I continue my studies to become a Bibli-
cal Counselor, I want to teach and lead be-
cause God has called me to do like so many 
other poeple have done for me here at the 
Mission. Teaching me more about the Lord, 
teaching me cognitive behavioral therapy and 
how people don't have to stay in their mess. 
There is a new way, there is a new hope in the 
Lord. I found the acceptance that I crave so 
much  in Jesus and here at the Open Door 
Mission. I don't have to impress people any-
more, I can just be who Christ made me to be.



John was a man who had it all. A career, a lov-
ing family, and all the extras he could have ever 
wanted. He was not much of a drinker in his 
younger years, but as he grew older, his drinking 
habits increased. “I found myself in a rehab facil-
ity in California, then found myself back in Tex-
as drinking a bottle of Crown a day.” John soon 
found himself waking up in a hospital room near 
death after mixing drinking with pain pills. It was 
then he made his way to Open Door Mission. 

John spent the next eight months at the Mission 
working on his sobriety, his relationship with God, 
and his future. While he was here he formed re-
lationships with mentors, pastors, and with the 
men in the Program. We are happy to say that 
John keeps his sobriety to this day and has re-
ceived a job at the Marriot Marquis Houston. We 
know there are many more great things for him in 
his future and are proud to call him an Alumni.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
LUNCH WITH A MISSION - June 13, 2019 & July 11, 2019 12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

We host a monthly open house luncheon and tour of the campus to the general public. 
Donors, volunteers, mentors, and those who just want to learn more about the Mission are invited to enjoy a meal from 

our Open Door  Catering menu.
RSVP Katherine Burns kburns@opendoorhouston.org 

RECOGNITION DAY (NEW DAY & TIME) - June 25, 2019 & July 23, 2019 at 2 p.m.
 Starting at 2 p.m., we gather at our Lord and Savior Chapel on campus to recognize the men who have 
successfully completed the Doorway Program. All friends, family members, & well-wishers are welcome to 

attend and hear the men’s inspiring stories of transformation. 
ANNUAL GALA: SAVE THE DATE - September 19, 2019 6 p.m: 

River Oaks Country Club. Reservations will be available through our website soon. 

Newsletter produced and designed in-house by Open Door Mission

A SHORT STORY IN RECOVERY
“I WANT TO BE A VESSEL, ALL I CARE 

ABOUT  IS
 BEING A VESSEL. 
I WANT TO STAND 

RIGHTEOUS BEFORE HIM”

‘In Memory of Gifts’ Thank you for remembering someone special with a gift to our men at Open Door Mission.
Jill Elizabeth Carlisle
Farrell Hochmuth

Christopher Fox
Sid Mashburn
Sid Mashburn

Gerald Josserand
Halyard M. Josserand
Judy Joy
Glenn Edgecomb Robert Plante

Tom and Janice Baranowski

Bradley Poitier
Mrs. Al Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Keim
Mr. Danny Owen
Mr. Randall Owen

Connie K. A. Thrash
Burnis Thrash

Honorarium

Dan Nix
Carole Sue Fenoglio
Richard Nelson 

Terrod Lewis
Evelyn Lewis

Larry McAfee Family
Lawrence Callender

Manoj Vakil
Joseph Sreshta

Scott Winkler
Jim Dattilo

Tommy Thompson
Austin Burns
George & Judy Lowman
Richard Nelson

George and Bonner Ball
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Dale and Stacy Cheesman
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Jay and Anne Coskey
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Richard and Judy Ebling
Angie Foster

Bettie J. “BJ” Guilliams
Wesley Ira Guilliams

June G Jenkins
Diana Kleim

Mary Sue Koch
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Frank and Judy Lee
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Tod and Helen Mitchell
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Thomas and Jenny Moore
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Kenny and Debbie Meyer
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Ted and Susuan Miller
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel

Donny and Cindy Poarch
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel
Eric Van Keppel
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel
John R. Van Keppel, Jr.
Steffen & Cindy Van Keppel


