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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO MS. MARY

Ms. Mary began volunteering with Open 
Door Mission in 2015. She shared that 
when she met with Executive Director, 
Tommy Thompson, he discussed different 

volunteer opportunities at the Mission, and encouraged 
her to volunteer as a Tutor. Ms. Mary shared “Mr. Tom-
my looked at me like I was crazy when I told him I want-
ed to volunteer in the kitchen so I could wear a hair net.” 
To this day, Ms. Mary continues to faithfully volunteer in 
the kitchen with our staff and residents, and loves wear-
ing a “hair net!”Ms. Mary is retired from Health Services, 
and is a dedicated servant of the Lord and to our men 
here at Open Door Mission. When we asked her what 
she enjoys most about volunteering with us, she shared 
that “The Lord is involved and I am encouraged to talk 
about Faith in action rather than Faith in private. I love 
this place, the men here, and love seeing money spent 
for what really is important…to the men of the Mission!”
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

He is Risen!!  He is Risen, Indeed!!Easter Sun-
day is the most important day of the year 
for Christians. At the Mission we will have 
our annual foot washing service on Maun-

dy Thursday.  Many of our men in residence have never 
experienced this most humbling of all services, nor do 
they understand it until it is explained to them.  I partic-
ipate in it every year as a washer.  It is really good for my 
soul.  Jesus came to serve and not be served.  If it’s good 
enough for My Savior, it is surely good enough for me.
God bless you all for what you do for us.  We are forever 
grateful.  Happy Easter!!

Your brother in Christ,
Tommy

Tommy Thompson
President/CEO of Open Door Mission



Maundy Thursday marks three key 
events in Jesus’ last week: his wash-
ing of his disciples’ feet, his insti-
tution of the Lord’s Supper, and 

his new commandment to love one another. In 
celebrating this observance, Open Door Mission 
will celebrate Holy Week with a special Maundy 
Thursday service on March 29th, including a tra-
ditional washing of the feet ceremony. The ritual 
of washing of the feet recalls Jesus’ actions in John 
13:1-17 just before the Last Supper. In Jesus’ time 
foot-washing was known as the lowest form of 
servant work and today is a reminder of humil-
ity and service to others. The ceremony will fea-
ture Pastor Matt Rule of Church Project North 

County in north Conroe who will also serve as 
celebrant. The public is welcome to experience 
the event as well as meet the Open Door Mission 
staff and residents.Washing someone’s feet can 
be uncomfortable. Loving and serving others can 
be uncomfortable. It requires some vulnerability 
even at the risk of being betrayed, and an open-
ness to the challenge of living in communion 
with each other as forgiving and forgiven people. 
As Good Friday looms we are guaranteed that 
the path won’t always be easy. But with God’s 
help, the self- giving love Jesus showed his disci-
ples can become a love we show for each other.
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AN EASTER CELEBRATION 
OF JESUS CHRIST

REBUILDING LIVES AT OPEN DOOR MISSION



LIFTED TO NEW HEIGHTS:
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This time last year, I was teaching math at a very prestigious high school in Houston.  Twen-
ty-five years ago, I found myself jobless, living with my mom, and addicted to cocaine.. For-
tunately, I landed a job as a Teacher’s Aide  at the elementary school in my neighborhood. I 
was making a salary that was roughly a third of  what a Certified Teacher made. Nevertheless, 

the meager wages fueled my increasing cocaine addiction. About a month at my job, the classroom 
teacher asked me if I would be interested in coaching a few students in a math contest, I concurred. 

After a plethora of coaching and practice, the entire school staff was amazed when we took all 
six places at the esteemed Number Sense Contest. That win started me on a course of victory and 
defeat. Victory, because it allowed me do what I love most, teach mathematics. Defeat, because I 
began to have a sense of entitlement and invincibility. I became “the man” at school. My increasing 
tardiness became the norm due to my addiction which had me staying up into the wee hours. I 
continued this without consequences from my employer. Eventually, I was told by him “Mr. Jerome 
I can no longer help you. I’m going to retire. You must get your act together.” I was devastated…the 
party was over! The new supervisor was far less nurturing than the former one, but yet far more 
lenient. They turned a blind eye to my addictive behavior and gave me even more responsibilities 

A STORY OF ONE MAN’S SOBRIETY

MEET 
JEROME
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as a Certified Teacher. Now, my addiction to cocaine was out of control. I was teaching all the 5th 
grade math classes, writing lesson plans for 3rd-5th graders, designing and teaching afterschool 
courses, and coaching math competitions. Spring of 2010, my life was in shambles. The school was 
going in a new direction with a new leader who was data driven and a devoted rules follower. They 
did not care how much math I knew or how many languages I spoke. I either had to follow the 
rules or prepare myself to be let go…in short I was let go after fifteen years of steady employment. 
After two years without a job, I got hired as a Senior Math Tutor at a very prestigious high school. 

Quickly, I began to rise among the ranks. I started book and math clubs, and much to my sur-
prise, I was compensated for all my gifts God placed within me and made me a teacher. I had 
my own keys to the building, my own classroom, and my self-esteem was lifted to new heights; 
however, my addiction was sinking to new lows. I was killing myself. The demands on me at my 
job were overwhelming. After a productive, but physically draining five year stint at this high 

school. This was solely due to my cocaine addiction. 
I crossed boundaries by purchasing drugs from for-
mer students. That unwise decision brought living as a 
prince to existing as a disheveled pauper. I ended up 
broken, homeless and sleeping in an abandoned field. 

I found hope by searching for free drug rehabilitation 
programs. Open Door Mission jumped off the screen. 
On October 5, 2017 I checked into Open Door Mission. 
By stepping out in faith and entering this faith-based 
program, my life has drastically changed for the better. I 
can sense the tangible presence of God on these grounds. 
The spir-
itual and 

clinical classes have put the balance I needed in my 
life. The fellowship with brethren like me is of utmost 
importance. I can share my hurts, hang-ups, and 
habits with them in a safe environment.  I have hope 
and I am the happiest I’ve ever been in my life. I am 
overjoyed to be given the opportunity to work in the 
Education Department here at Open Door Mission. 
It brings a great sense of fulfillment to help turn the 
light on in a darkened mind. The warm fuzzies I get 
when a young man’s esteem is lifted, because he un-
derstands an advanced algebra problem is the new 
“high” I get today. Open Door Mission and anoint-
ed staff are a Godsend! Thank you for all you do!!

“I ended 
up broken, 
homeless 
and sleeping 
in an aban-
doned field.”

...



LIVES YOU’VE TOUCHED
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2018

OPEN DOOR CATERING
Under the leadership of Open Door Mission’s Executive Chef, Dan Nix, catering services are now available for 

your next event.  Full service Cajun or BBQ meals can be delivered and set up at your location with a minimum 
48-hour notice.  Dan came to the Mission to share with the men his God-given knowledge, gifts, and talents in 
culinary arts, catering and restaurant management.  Your catered event will have delicious food from smoked 
briskets, chicken, sausage, and wonderful deserts. Service and will run smoothly from set up to clean up.  We 
recommend that you come to the Mission to taste test and see for yourself what the Mission can do for you.

FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:CATERING@OPENDOORHOUSTON.ORG

TOP GOLF FUNDRAISER: Take a swing at changing the life of a man in need. Don’t miss this great opportunity for you to mingle with our Young 
Professionals Board members and work on your golf swing! 

April 29, 2018 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

BRING A FRIEND TO LUNCH: We host an open house luncheon and tour of the campus to the general public. Donors, volunteers, mentors, and 
those who just want to learn more about the Mission are invited to enjoy a meal from our catering menu and a tour of the campus. 

April 12, 2018 & May 17, 2018 12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

RECOGNITION NIGHT: We gather at 6 p.m. at our Lord and Savior Chapel on campus to recognize the men who have 
successfully completed the Doorway Program. All friends, family members, & well-wishers are welcome to attend and hear the men’s inspiring 

stories of transformation. 
April 19, 2018 & May 10, 2018 6 p.m.

ANNUAL GALA: SAVE THE DATE: River Oaks Country Club. Reservations will be available through our website soon. 
September 28, 2018 6 p.m.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT KATHERINE BURNS: KBURNS@OPENDOORHOUSTON.ORG 832-962-4241

MEALS SERVED: 18,864                             SPIRITUAL GROUPS: 184

NIGHTS OF LODGING: 6,288   EDUCATION CLASSES: 136

SUBSTANCE ABUSE GROUPS: 296  LIFE SKILLS GROUPS: 130

FITNESS CLASSES: 128                 HARRIS HEALTH EDUCATION CLASSES: 94

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS: 150        ELIGIBLE FOR GOLD CARD: 49
5803 HARRISBURG. HOUSTON, TX 770011
(713) 921- 7520 OPENDOORHOUSTON.ORG

@ODMHOUSTON
Follow us


